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and the Ministry good service, if, by any advice and consolation I can offer to my fair countrywomen, in this their dreadful time of trouble and trial, I can alleviate their misfortunes, and mitigate the horrors of their retirement; since it is obvious, that the people in the country, who see things but at a distance, will never believe that matters go right, when they observe a general discontent in every one but the master of the family, whose particular tranquillity they may, possibly, ascribe to particular reasons, and not to the happy state of the public. Besides that, my real concern and regard for the fair sex excites my compassion for them; and I sympathise with them in that scene of grief and despair which the prospect of their six months' exile presents to them.
I own I have been so sensibly touched, as I have gone along the streets, to see, at the one pair of stairs windows, so many fine eyes bathed in tears, and dismally fixed upon the fatal waggons loading at their doors, that I resolved my endeavours should not be wanting to administer to them whatever amusement or comfort I could think of under their present calamity.
The ancient philosophers have left us most excellent rules for our conduct, under the various afflictions to which we are liable. They bid us not be grieved at misfortunes, nor pleased with prosperity; and undeniably prove that those imaginary ills of old age, sickness, the loss of friends, fortune, &c., would really not be ills, if we were but wise enough not to be affected by them. But I have nowhere found in their writings any consolation offered to the fair sex, to support and strengthen them under the rigours of a country life.